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That General Araki had it easily in his power to set up a pure
military dictatorship after the incidents of the 15th May, 1932,1 was
a widely professed belief. The corollary was that he and his military
colleagues found it unnecessary to create a change in the outward form
of authority in order to have the real substance in their hands; and
that in actual fact it was the so-called military party (a too narrow
description, perhaps, of a movement with so wide a range) which,
with Imperial sanction, mainly directed Japan's affairs through 1933.
The economico-military policy of the military faction was shown
in the attempt to cut at the roots of capitalist control over the South
Manchurian Eailway and its industrial subsidiaries by transferring
the management of the former to the local Military Command and
by enforcing the sale of the latter—with the ultimate intention of
subordinating Manchurian development to the supposed interests
of the Japanese nation as a whole, rather than to the interests of the
capitalist class. Here, however, their rough-shod methods evoked
a considerable amount of popular opposition, while in other directions
also there were signs in the course of the year of a reaction against
the ' military' doctrines both in home and in foreign affairs. Whereas,
in the previous year, it would have been suicidal for a statesman to
open his mouth in defence of the Naval Treaties or in criticism of the
campaign for increased armaments, a good deal of frank questioning
was risked by prominent speakers when these matters were under
discussion in 1933. The attack on Baron Wakatsuki has been men-
tioned above; but it has to be added 'that he had already won con-
siderable approval for his outspoken dismissal, as a 'bogy', of the
constantly reiterated suggestion that Japan would have to meet a
serious international crisis in 1936.
Increasing boldness in challenging 'Fascist' domination was shown
also by the Government in its action in July in raiding the head-
quarters of several of the so-called patriotic societies and making
a number of arrests in connexion with a reported Fascist coup and
assassination plot. This was followed shortly by the arrest of six
members of the Imperial Farmers' League on similar charges; and
although the mildness of the sentences subsequently passed on Mr.
Inukai's assassins, together with the procrastination in the trial of
the murderers of his fellow political victims, Mr. Inouye and Baron
Dan, showed that the Government were still far from taking a firm
grasp of the nettle, it was equally clear that a reaction had occurred
from the dictatorship of the extremists. Meanwhile, the customary
attempts to deal with Communism by wholesale arrests continued,
1 See the Survey for 1932, p. 426.

